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THANKS FOR RENEWING YOUR  
MEMBERSHIP!  

Minnie Stevenson of 1st Choice GMAC Real  
Estate 

Darrell Johnston of Cabinetworks, Inc. 
Roland Wolf of Roland Wolf Construction 

Steve Landes of Dupont Community Credit Union 
Kenneth Roller of ABC Construction 

Christopher Brement of Bramante Homes 
Ken Stephens of K.W. Stephens Construction 

Tracie Skipper of Pella Virginia, Inc. 
Bobby Miller of Bobby Miller Construction 

Rick Kane of Westhills Company 
Ray Burkholder of Balzer & Associates 

Barbara Wood of Community Bank 
Jason Boxler of Staunton Lime 

George Fitzgerald of George Fitzgerald’s  
Painting 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER!  
Tody Price of Price’s Wood Floors, Inc. 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW IN JANUARY!  
Darrell Campbell of D.L. Campbell Building &  

Excavating 
John Rorrer of E&E Plumbing & Heating/Rorrer 

Construction 
Troy Rutherford of Rutherford Construction, Inc. 

Todd Fretwell of Allied Concrete & Hardscape 
Mark Sheets of Dutch Way, LLC 

Michael Marrin of Elmore Hupp & Company 
Todd Holtzman of Holtzman Propane 

John Arehart of PHR&A 
Randy Fitzgerald of Shenandoah Floor to Ceiling 

Karen Frank of Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Bill Gilliland of Action Coach 

David Sheets of Probuild 

JANUARY MEETING  
 

When:  January 19, 2010 
6:30 p.m. 

Where:  Elk’s Lodge 
1700 Harvard Road 

Waynesboro, VA  22980 
Cost :  $25 per person 

 
This month, our program will be  
presented by the AHBA Public  

Relations Committee. 
We will also hear from Advancing  

Native Missions, an organization that 
receives AHBA support, on their latest 

project. 
 

RSVP by returning the reservation card, 
e-mail exoff@hotmail.com or call  

540-942-4644 by January 15th. 
For your convenience, we are now  

accepting Mastercard, Visa, Discover, 
and debit card payments for meetings 

and membership dues. 
As always, if you wish to avoid the  

registration line, just leave a message 
for Tammy and she will contact you for 

credit card information.  

           MANY THANKS TO THE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF THE CHRISTM AS BANQUET.  YOU 
MADE IT POSSIBLE TO OFFER A QUALITY EVENT AT THE LO WEST POSSIBLE COST TO THE 

MEMBERS! 
Todd Brothers, Allied Concrete & Hardscape, Sweeney  Construction, European Stone Concepts, 

Probuild, Westhills Company, Frontier Bank, Shenand oah Garage Doors, Wharton Aldhizer & 
Weaver, Old Dominion Insurance, Shenandoah Floor to  Ceiling, Bob Seaman General Cont.,  

Virginia Frame Builders, First Bank, Weaver Insuran ce, Blue Ridge Security, George Fitzgerald, 
Electric Connection, Fireplaces & Things, Bramante Homes, Davenport Insulation,  

Shields Construction. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JOEL FRAZIER, 

2009  RECIPIENT OF THE JACK MEREDITH 
MOTIVATIONAL AWARD.  JOEL’S WORK 

WITH THE PUBLIC RELATIONS  
COMMITTEE AND THE ASSOCIATION’S 

WEB SITE, AS WELL AS HIS EFFORTS AT 
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT MADE HIM 

MOST DESERVING OF THIS HONOR.  
THANKS JOEL FOR YOUR DEDICATION 

TO AHBA AND YOUR HARD WORK. 

AT RIGHT, MICHAEL NEWSOME,  
PRESIDENT OF THE HOME BUILDERS  

ASSOCIATION OF VA  
INSTALLS THE 2010 BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS.  STARTING FROM THE LEFT, 
RAY BURKHOLDER, CHARLES  

WEATHERMAN, JOHNNIE BARR, ALICE 
HEATWOLE, JOEL FRAZIER, DAWN  

THOMPSON, SHAWN SWEENEY, ZACH 
STRAITS, THOMAS SHIELDS, JR., JACK 

TODD, CARL KERBY, & GREGORY ST. OURS. 

 
 

ABOVE, THE 2010 OFFICERS ARE INSTALLED.  FROM LEFT,  RICK KANE 
(SECRETARY/TREASURER), ARMPY TRAYNHAM (ASSOCIATE VI CE PRESIDENT), 
CHRISTOPHER BREMENT (VICE PRESIDENT), AND BOB SEAMA N (PRESIDENT).  
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             SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 
At the annual meeting of the Virginia Burglar and F ire Alarm  
Association (now known as Virginia Electronic Secur ity  
Association) Lynn Comer, President of Shenandoah Va lley  
Security, was honored by being named the VBFAA/ADI Member of 
the Year for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  In addi tion, Lynn was 
elected to the State Board.  Lynn will be attending  the Electronic 

Security Association’s Leadership Summit representi ng Virginia in Fort Worth, Texas in 
January.  Congratulation Lynn! 

 
We hope you got a chance to see AHBA’s light  

display in Gypsy Hill Park over the holidays.  
Thanks to the following members who donated 

time and funds to make it happen.   
Wharton Aldhizer & Weaver, Bradford Staffing, 

Countryside Service Company, EGS & Associates,  
P.M. Katz, Shen Valley Garage Door, Todd Brothers 

General Contractors, Bob Seaman General  
Contractors, Sweeney Construction, Bramante 
Homes, Westhills Company, & Old Dominion  

Insurance. 
 

 
In 1993, the U.S. Congress enacted the Omnibus Budg et 

Reconciliation Act that contained provisions affect ing trade 
associations.  The Act provided that taxpayers will  no longer 

be able to deduct from their federal income taxes a ny  
portion of the association dues attributable to tha t  

association’s  “lobbying activities” as an ordinary  and  
necessary cost of doing business.  For 2009, HBAV  

estimates that the non-deductible portion of state dues, the portion that is applicable to 
lobbying, is 25%.  Thus for a member who pays their  HBAV dues of $130 in 2010, $32.50 

will not be eligible for deduction as a business ex pense.  For 2009, NAHB  
estimates that the non-deductible portion of nation al dues is 16%.  Thus, for a member 
who pays their NAHB dues of $150 in 2010, $24 will not be eligible for deduction as a 
business expense.  Therefore, $56.50 of the $375 du es paid to AHBA annually is not  

deductible as a business expense. 
 
 

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND ATTEND THE MON THLY 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS! 

 
In addition to networking opportunities and the edu cational opportunities 

provided by the programs at each meeting, you can u se it as an advertising 
opportunity too!  Space is provided at each members hip meetings for your 

promotional materials.  Get the word out about your  business at the 
monthly membership meetings! 
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HUGE NEED FOR BUILDER TURNOUT...AGAIN  
 

The Board for Housing & Community Development will hold a second public hearing on the 
mandatory sprinkler issue.  This hearing will be he ld at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, January 25, 

2010 on the 2009 Updates to the Uniform Statewide B uilding code.  The Public Hearing will 
be held at the same location as the first hearing, 4224 Cox Road in the West End of  

Richmond, Virginia.  The home building industry wil l need a SECOND  strong showing of 
builders that day to urge the board NOT to mandate a requirement that all new homes in VA 

be constructed with expensive sprinkler systems.  T he Fire Chiefs are still making a BIG 
push for the board to overturn its earlier decision  to make residential sprinklers an option.  
To date, only one state has adopted the mandate...N ew Jersey!  Please make plans NOW to 

attend the hearing at 9:30 a.m on Monday, January 2 5th, in Richmond.  And please try to 
bring another car load of local home builders with you to Richmond.  A strong showing is 
essential!  Please see the following fact sheet on the 10 reasons why builders oppose the 

sprinkler mandate. 

 
10 Reasons Why Mandating Fire Sprinklers  

Makes No Sense For Virginia 
 

The International Code Commission (ICC), at its September 2008 meeting, voted to mandate the installation of fire sprinklers in 
all newly-constructed one and two-family homes. Because states have the option of removing some or all of the ICC codes when 
they adopt their building codes, Virginia may choose not to mandate installation of fire sprinklers. 
 
The home building industry believes that mandating fire sprinklers is a bad idea. Sprinklers should be an option that potential 
home buyers may request should they choose to install a system. There are 10 persuasive reasons that back up our conclusion. 
 
Statistics show today’s better built homes are saving lives. From 1979-2003 the death rate per million persons from house fires 
dropped 58 percent, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. That trend will continue as more new housing stock is 
built, stronger building codes are enacted and especially as smoke alarm maintenance by homeowners improves. 
 
NFPA says Smoke Alarms are 99.45% effective.  According to a January, 2008 Study by the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), the chances of surviving a reported home fire when working smoke alarms are present at 99.45%.  ALL new homes con-
structed in Virginia are required to be equipped with hardwired smoke alarms with battery back up.  The smoke alarms must be 
placed on every level of the new home and adjacent to every sleeping area in the same. 
 
The Sprinkler Mandate will force more Virginians to seek less safe older housing. 
The anticipated cost of the Sprinkler Mandate ($2.66 per square foot) will force many Virginians to abandon their hope for a new 
home and force them to seek older less safe housing.  Today’s Building Codes already include many provisions and technology 
innovations designed to provide safety from fire.  They include fire blocking, draft stopping, emergency escape and rescue open-
ings, outlet spacing and capacity, fire walls and fire separation, modern heating systems and energy efficient housing and most 
importantly interconnected hard wired smoke detection systems.  Don’t force Virginians to choose less safe, less costly older hous-
ing.  Such an action will likely result in more home fire deaths, not fewer. 
 
Home insurance rates do not decrease in cold weather states with their use. Sprinkler proponents claim the cost of home insurance 
decreases when you install fire sprinklers. It’s true that some warm weather states offer insurance credits for having fire sprinklers 
in the home. Using a conservative sprinkler cost estimate of $1.50 per square foot in a 2,300-square-foot home with an annual 
property insurance rate of $1,000, it would take approximately 35 years for a 10 percent credit to pay for the system. Throw in 
maintenance costs and it would take even longer for the credit to pay its due for the system. However, Insurance agents in the 
Richmond area and other cold weather states say credits are rarely given because of the amount of losses arising from freeze 
claims of sprinkler systems.  
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Smoke alarms potentially save more lives than sprinklers. A 2006 study by the U.S. Fire Association (USFA) on the presence of 
working smoke alarms in residential fires from 2001-2004 showed that 88 percent of the fatal fires in single-family homes occurred 
where there were no working smoke alarms. USFA and NFPA data continue to show that the vast majority of home fire fatalities 
occur when there are no operational smoke alarms. The most recent NFPA report on smoke alarms estimates that more than 890 
lives could be saved annually if every home had a working smoke alarm. From 2000-2004, 65 percent of the fire fatalities reported 
occurred in homes where smoke alarms were not present or were present and did not operate. 
 
Sprinklers will harm efforts at providing affordable housing statewide. According to an August 2006 survey of home builders done 
by the National Association of Home Builders’ Research Center, the average sprinkler system costs $2.66 per square foot to install in 
a new home. For the average home size considered to be affordable housing in Virginia – 1,800 to 2,200 square feet – the maximum 
cost would be approximately $5,850. In the Richmond area, about 710 families lose the ability to qualify for a new home mortgage 
with each $1,000 increase in the price of a new home. Mandating fire sprinklers would keep more than 4,100 families from being 
able to buy affordable housing in the Richmond area. 
 
In rural areas of Virginia not served by public water supply systems, the cost to install a sprinkler system could DOUBLE to nearly 
$10,000.  Larger pumps would have to be installed in water wells, and a minimum 300 gallon storage blatter would have to be in-
stalled and it is likely that a back up generator would be required for required sprinkler systems to function during times when the 
home owner’s electricity had been interrupted.  Water Well professionals have stated that in the event there is a power loss and a 
back up generator or storage blatter in not available, the most water that would flow from a Sprinkler System in the event of an un-
timely fire is a SQUIRT. 
 
Sprinklers are much more difficult and time consuming to maintain than smoke alarms. Homeowners have a difficult time remem-
bering to change the batteries in their smoke alarms once every six months. A sprinkler system requires much more maintenance 
than simply replacing batteries. Based on the problems with maintaining smoke detectors, it is easy to deduce that homeowners will 
not maintain sprinkler systems at the level required for them to be at maximum efficiency. More lives can be saved by educating the 
public to the importance of maintaining hard-wired, interconnected smoke alarms in proper operating condition than through man-
dating fire sprinklers. 
 
Sprinklers can be damaged by extreme cold, causing water damage. Should a home lose power for several days, as occurred in some 
parts of the Richmond area during the December snowstorm, the basins that hold water for sprinkler use can freeze and burst.  
Homeowners most likely would have to take measures to keep heat in the water basins, further increasing the cost that many rural 
Virginians can’t afford. 
 
Annual sprinkler installation costs will greatly exceed property losses nationwide and in any jurisdiction where they are mandated. 
For example, had this mandate been in place in 2005 the installation cost to builders would have been almost $10.2 billion based on 
an average square-foot home with a cost of $2.66 per square foot. The NFPA reported that the total home property loss – new and 
existing homes – due to fire in 2005 was less than $5.8 billion. The installation cost would have been nearly double the loss. As new 
homes continue to be better built, the difference between installation cost and property loss will continue to increase, and statistics 
show most people forced to have these installed will never use them in their home. 
 
Sprinklers are rarely needed for house fires. Sprinkler proponents claim that a residential system is reliable in 96-99 percent of all 
reported structure fires where the fire was large enough to activate the system. But reports from the National Fire Prevention Asso-
ciation (NFPA) show that the number of fires that occur in one- and two-family dwellings equipped with sprinklers are so few that 
they are not shown in studies done by the organization. 
 
HBAV SUPPORTS A “COMPROMISE” THAT WOULD REQUIREMENT  ALL NEW HOMES TO BE EQUIPPED 
WITH A FIRE EXTINGUISHER IN THE KITCHEN AREA.   According to NFPA, kitchens are the top location (27.7%) for 
home fires.  Many are small and controllable if discovered early.  According to the National Fire Marshall Association, fire extin-
guishers have historically been the first line of defense for the same.  According to the same group, if a fire is discovered in its early 
stages, the most effective means of protecting life or preventing property loss is to control and/or extinguish the insipient stage fire 
with a portable fire extinguisher.  Fire extinguishers are manufactured with instructions and are designed to be used by untrained 
persons.  The typical 10 BC fire extinguisher would cost less than $25.00. 
 
HBAV urges the Board for Housing and Community Develop to REJECT the Sprinkler Mandate and ADOPT the Fire Ex-
tinguisher Requirement in this Code Cycle.    
 


